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Summary 



The Saltonstall-Kennedy Act established a fund that, among other things, has 
supported fishery research and development projects, with funding awarded annually on 
a competitive basis. Recent congressional “earmarks” have preempted the competitive 
process for awarding funding for industry projects. This report will be updated as this 
issue evolves. 



The Saltonstall-Kennedy (S-K) Act, as amended (15 U.S.C. §713c-3), established 
a fund (known as the S-K Fund) that the Secretary of Commerce uses to finance projects 
and cooperative agreements for fishery research and development. Under this authority, 
projects or cooperative agreements are selected annually on a competitive basis to assist 
NOAA Fisheries (previously known as the National Marine Fisheries Service) in 
addressing concerns related to U.S . commercial and recreational fisheries. The S-K Fund 
is capitalized through annual transfers under a permanent appropriation to the Secretary 
of Commerce of 30% of the gross receipts collected by the Secretary of Agriculture under 
the customs laws on imports of fish and fish products. 1 

The objective of the S-K program is to address the needs of fishing communities in 
providing economic benefits for rebuilding and maintaining sustainable fisheries, and in 
dealing with the impacts of conservation and management measures. 2 The S-K program 
has become very important in addressing issues of immediate concern to the commercial 
fishing industry, by producing many new gear innovations, markets, and management 
options. Issues addressed have included fish harvesting, seafood quality improvements, 
domestic and foreign market development, efficiency and productivity improvements, and 
the costs/profitability of potential fishing industry investments. 3 



1 Because of progressive reductions and eliminations of tariffs on edible fisheries products, most 
of these customs duties come from non-edible products, such as pearls, coral jewelry, etc. 

2 U.S. Dept, of Commerce, National Marine Fisheries Service, The Saltonstall-Kennedy Grant 
Program: Fisheries Research and Development, Report 2003 (Aug. 1, 2003), p. 2. 

3 U.S. General Accounting Office, Uses of Saltonstall/Kennedy Fisheries Development Funds, 
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